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dead,” adds the mother of an 18-year-old in
residential treatment for marijuana addic-
tion. She is ‘‘sickened” by the idea that
marijuana will be the next big business in
America.

In another note a therapist quits her prac-
tice in despair after a rise in marijuana-re-
lated patients. ‘I witnessed first-hand too
many of the problems,”’ she writes, ticking
off ‘“‘anxiety, depression, irritability and psy-
chosis.”

“This is the stuff of life,” Kennedy says,
trying to explain his passion for drug policy,
““‘so you bet I'm emotional about it.”

Not every pot smoker goes crazy or brain-
less, as Kennedy admits, but SAM is about
minimizing the risk to those who—like
him—start drugs young and are predisposed
to break bad for life. After he got married in
2011, in his early 40s, he moved to his wife’s
hometown of Atlantic City, N.J. Now he is
the father of three kids under 5 (one is a
step-child), and he worries they will inherit
his addictions. He can also see the casinos
from his backyard.

“The appetite for Americans to lose them-
selves is just . . . ”” Kennedy shakes his head
and seems too pained to finish the thought.
His six-week-old daughter was fussy the
night before, and it was his turn to shush
and pace. In the hallway, near a stairway to
where his 20-month-old son is napping,
there’s a toy fire engine and Kennedy’s eyes
return to it again and again. Suddenly, he
seems to be on the brink of tears.

“This is the stuff of life,”” he says, trying
to explain his passion for drug policy, ‘‘so
you bet I'm emotional about it.”

The rollout of the new SAM continued this
month at a conference in Washington, D.C.,
where Kennedy and Sabet held a standing-
room-only rally for supporters. They cele-
brated 25,000 media mentions, and 22 states
with SAM affiliates. They aired footage of
Kennedy telling CNN’s Sanjay Gupta that
his ballyhooed endorsement of marijuana
was ‘‘shameful,” a ratings ploy that ‘‘history
will not remember well.”

So far, however, the legalization side
seems to have an edge in the war of ridicule.
They charge Kennedy and Sabet with 21 st
century reefer madness, which the duo bats
away as a sign that the opposition is afraid
to engage with the facts. But while they can
sometimes be unpopular at parties, they
keep going, fueled by those letters from the
public, and enthusiastic notes from past drug
advisors.

“SAM is doing what no one else has done
and doing a darn good job of it,”” wrote Rob-
ert DuPont, Richard Nixon’s head of drug
control, in a recent email to Sabet. ‘“‘Abso-
lutely brilliant presentation,” Clinton-era
drug czar Barry McCaffrey added in a dif-
ferent note.

In a sense, nothing has changed since a
teenage Kennedy gave President Reagan a
sly smile. To make the world a healthier
place, the anti-drug crowd wants to protect
people from their most dangerous appetites.
The reform side supports the same vision of
health but wants to make drug use itself
safer, believing that insobriety is normal and
indulgence inevitable.

Neither side appears to be winning, be-
cause there’s no such thing as an ‘‘objective”’
position on marijuana policy. Would legal-
ization really be so bad? Or is it the panacea
its proponents claim? The honest answer is:
nobody knows for sure, because no modern
nation has ever tried legalization before—
until now.

“Life isn’t really in our control,” says
Kennedy, as another sober day fades to
night. “There’s a mover in the universe, a
higher power, so to speak, and we can’t
imagine what we’re going to find in our uni-
verse if we let go and just let God lead us.”
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WORLD WILDLIFE DAY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, in com-
memoration of World Wildlife Day on
March 3, I rise to bring attention to
the catastrophic effects of wildlife traf-
ficking on global and economic secu-
rity and the urgent need to crush this
demand for these illegal products.

Conserving natural resources is a pri-
ority for me, particularly as chair of
the Water and Wildlife Subcommittee;
it is a priority for my State of Mary-
land, and it is a priority for this ad-
ministration. But the responsibility of
protecting natural resources, such as
wildlife, doesn’t just sit with one State
or one country. It requires a coordi-
nated, global effort. Wildlife traf-
ficking is a multibillion-dollar-per-
year, transnational, sophisticated net-
work of organized criminals. As the de-
mand for elephant ivory, rhino horns,
and other wildlife products resurges,
the trade has become an illicit business
similar to drug and arms smuggling.
And as such, we must approach the
problem with an equally hard-hitting
strategy.

The Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species, CITES,
reports that in 2012, an estimated 22,000
elephants were slaughtered across Afri-
ca. According to the U.S. Fish & Wild-
life Service, approximately 2,800 rhinos
have been poached in South Africa
since 2008, a more than 7,000-percent in-
crease compared to the previous 17
years, mostly destined for Asian coun-
tries. Hundreds of park rangers are
being gunned down by poachers, leav-
ing behind devastated families with no
income. Illegal wildlife trafficking
threatens our species and is pushing
some to the edge of extinction. The il-
licit trade hurts developing commu-
nities, damages tourism, risks people’s
livelihood or worse, ends lives.

In February, President Obama re-
leased the first-ever National Strategy
for Combating Wildlife Trafficking. I
joined colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to urge the administration to
produce a bold, goal-oriented, and
whole-of-government approach to com-
bat this growing problem of illicit
wildlife trafficking. I commend the ad-
ministration for its aggressive plan,
and I hope we see swift implementation
in the three areas of enforcement, de-
mand reduction, and partner-building.

The image of wildlife trafficking is
often tied to the African Continent.
But the other side—the consumer-de-
mand side, primarily driven in Asia—
must be viewed closely as well. With
growing wealth in the Asia region,
wildlife is being used for traditional
and nontraditional medicines, trophies,
clothing or pets. As the demand grows,
the price of these products continues to
skyrocket. We must leverage our bilat-
eral and regional relationships to edu-
cate communities about the real ef-
fects of this trade.

As chair of the Subcommittee on
East Asia and the Pacific, I am par-
ticularly pleased to see the tremendous
cooperation between the United States
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and China on this issue. At the 2013
Strategic and Economic Dialogue, the
two countries committed to cooperate
on enforcement issues and efforts to
end the supply and demand for such
products. On January 6, China de-
stroyed more than 5 tons of ivory, pub-
licly demonstrating their commitment
to protecting elephant populations.
The United States, Kenya, Gabon, and
the Philippines have held similar
events. In a joint 1-month global oper-
ation earlier this year, the United
States and China joined with 26 coun-
tries, plus international organizations
such as ASEAN, to target wildlife traf-
ficking criminals resulting in over 400
arrests and more than 350 major wild-
life seizures. This type of collaboration
is critical and more needs to be done.

At the London Conference on Illegal
Wildlife Trade February 12-13, 2014,
representatives from over 40 countries
joined together and issued a declara-
tion urging action. There is no doubt
that governments recognize the ur-
gency in solving this problem. But we
need to build on this momentum,
match our words with action, ensure
developing countries have the capacity
to address enforcement issues, hold
criminals accountable, and educate
communities to look beyond short-
term benefits toward the dangerous
long-term effects of illegal trafficking.

I urge all my colleagues to work to-
gether to strengthen existing laws,
adopt new laws, and pressure con-
sumers to put an end to this damaging
trade before the illegal trade puts an
end to our world’s most precious wild-
life.

————

SOUTH BERWICK, MAINE

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President. I wish
to commemorate the 200th anniversary
of the town of South Berwick, ME.
South Berwick holds a very special
place in our State’s history, and one
that exemplifies the determination and
resiliency of Maine people.

While this landmark anniversary
marks South Berwick’s incorporation,
the year 1814 was but one milestone in
a long journey of progress. It is a jour-
ney that began thousands of years ear-
lier with Native American villages on
the banks of the Piscataqua and Salm-
on Falls rivers. In 1631, barely a decade
after the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth
Rock, Ambrose Gibbens established a
settlement at the falls and built the
first sawmill in North America. A man-
ufacturing heritage of textile mills and
iron works that developed in the 18th
century continues today. The skills
and work ethic of the people of South
Berwick contribute greatly to the cut-
ting-edge industries in the region, from
biotechnology to aerospace and de-
fense.

Industry is only part of South Ber-
wick’s story. In 1791, the citizens of the
region recognized the importance of
education and established Berwick
Academy with a charter signed by Mas-
sachusetts Governor John Hancock.
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